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Understanding and responding to the pandemic as it evolves —
What are its effects on the domestic science base?

https://www.sciencenews.org/article/coronavirus-outbreak-who-pandemic

e Research objective #1

Understand the extent to which
researchers in Greece have been
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
the subsequent lockdown and social
distancing measures.

e Research objective #2

Provide evidence to substantiate
COVID-19-related policy-making
process



While research on COVID-19 was skyrocketing,
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Chahrour, M. et al. 2020. Cureus

Or, even:

Current Status of Global Research on Novel Coronavirus
Disease (COVID-19): A Bibliometric Analysis and
Knowledge Mapping

Hossain MM. Current status of global research on novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19): a bibliometric
analysis and knowledge mapping [version I; peer review: awaiting peer review]. F1I000Research 2020, 9:374
(hitps:/idoi.org/10.12688/f1000research.23690.1)

....... research on the researchers was lacking / is still ongoing

Has your professional life or research focus been impacted
by the COVID-19 outbreak?

My lab is open and operating normally
My lab is closed to all but essential activities but 'm able to continue my research remotel

My lab is closed to all but essential activities and I've had to shift my focus to something other than
my main research

I've had to postpone or cancel fieldwork
My research is directly relevant to the outbreak and | am actively investigating i

I'm taking a break from research to prioritize personal responsibilities like caring for a sick loved one
or educating my children while schools are closed

[11/6/2020]
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—————————— Forwarded message ---------

12 Pages - Posted: 4 Mar 2020 - Last revised: 4 Jun 2020 2 Eur Rev Med Pharmacol Sci. 2020 Mar;24(6):3411-3421. doi: 10.26355/eurrev_202003_20712. And: COVID-19 Survey <covidl9survey@business.illinois.edu>

Date: Tpi, 9 Iouv 2020 omig 8:53 Y.p.

Coronavirus Disease 2019: A Bibliometric Analysis Subject: How has COVID-19 affected your academic life?

and Review

Jlou !, S-I Tian, S-M Niu, X-Q Kang, H-X Lian, L-X Zhang, J-J Zhang

To: |



Research methodology
 Field work (primary research)

e Sent to 4,557 researchers —
comprehensive registry of
recipients of recent state
scholarships

e Electronic survey (Lime Survey)
e Period

Data
Initiation 1st reminder 2ndreminder Conclusion i o
cleansing/validation

15/04/2020 21/04/2020 23/04/2020 26/04/2020 05/05,/2020

e Short questionnaire (7" min.)

e Categorization: FORD (+
subcategories), age categories and
SEX

4 questions, multiple variables (italics), Likert
scale, Yes/No.

-Capacity to perform research activity/ies (a.
access to digital infrastructure, b. completion
of research work)

-Psychological state of researchers and families
(a. personal mental strain, b. family mental
strain)

-COVID-19: a threat or (also) a research
opportunity? (a-g, e.g. f. more time for study
and planning of future research activities)

-Enhanced/weakened position of science and
technology as a result of the pandemic




Results

 successfully completed and
submitted by 2,323 researchers
(51%)
e 51.4% (men) and 48.6% (women)

e 47.2% - 36 to 45 years of age
36.2% - under 35 years
16.6% - over 46

Social Sciences (23.5%)

e Economics and Business (28.8%)

Engineering and Technology (19.8%)

e Electrical engineering, electronic engineering,
information engineering (24.6%)

Natural Sciences (19.2%)
e Physical sciences (19.6%)

Humanities and the Arts (18.4%)
e Languages and literature (26.2%)

Medical and Health Sciences (13.6%)
e Health sciences (51.1%)

Agricultural and Veterinary Sciences (5.5%)
e Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries (42.5%)



H npooBaon otnv
nAnpodoplakn/PnoLakn vtodoun
KaOw¢ Kal N mapeXOUeVN SLOLKNTLKNA

oTAPLEN EK LEPOUC TOU LOPUHATOC
urtodoxn¢ aéloAoynOnkav moAv
Betika (65,1% kot 46,7%,
avtiotolya)

Eva armo ta BeTIKA aUTAC TNC
Sdokiuaoiac adopd Kal otnv
"avtoxn" tnc €Bviknc
ntAnpodopLaknc Kot Yndlaknic
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Information f digital Infrastracture - level of difficulty

Administrathee support by HEls and Research Centres - level of
Support

istribution of respondents’ answers (%) regarding COVID-19 effects on a) accessing the
information/digital infrastructure and b) the administrative support provided by HEls and

Research Centres. [Likert scale: Very high to zero (1-5)].
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Timely completion of research work

bistributiun of respondents’ answers (%) regarding COVID-19 effects on a) timely
completion of research work and b) planned publications. [Likert scale: Very long delay to

no delay (1-5)].

Completion of planned publications

36,6% Twv gpeuvntwv dnAwoav otl
N mavonuia £xeL TPOKAAESEL TTOAU
HEYAAN A peyaAn kabuotépnon otnv
OAOKANPWON TOU €PELVNTIKOU TOUG
Epyou, evw 10 43,2% avrtlpetwrtilel
HEYAAN Kal TTOAU HEeyaAn
KaBuoTtépnon otnv OAOKANPWON TWV
oxedLalopevwy SNUOCLEUCEWY TOUC
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53,3% Blwvel peyAaAn Ko TtoAU
HLEYAAN TNV PUXLKA KOTATIOVN O, ol
Blwpata Ayxoug KoL EVvTaong, EVW To
53,7% Blwvel Ppuxkn emiBapuvon
KOlL O€ OXE0N LE TOV KOWWVLKO Kall o
LSLaltepal TOV OLKOYEVELAKO TIEPLyUpPO
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Personal mantal sirain Family mantal sirain

bistributiun of respondents’ answers (%) regarding COVID-19 effects on a) personal and
b) family mental strain. [Likert scale: Very high to zero (1-5]].




A40.4%

biStribuﬂGn of respondents’ answers (%) regarding whether COVID-12 can be “viewed
exclusively as a crisis situation” or “viewed also as an opportunity” [Pie chart]. Frequency
distribution (%) of selected reasons by researchers that viewed the pandemic “also as an

opportunity” [Bar plot].

mPandemic viewed as an
opportunity

= Pandamic exchusivaly viewed as
a crisis situation

To 59,6% twv epeuvnTwv afLoAOYEL TNV Kplon wg
£Youoa Kol oTolxela eukalplac otnv acknon tng
EPEUVNTLKNG SpaoTnpLotntac.

KOplot Aoyot:

-“MNepLocotepoc Xpovoc yla LeAETN, oxedlaouo
EMOpEVWVY dpaotnplotntwy K.a.” (77,9%)
-“Avénon (ndlaknc) cuvepyaciog” (63,9%)
-“MaBnon véwv deflotAtwv” (46,2%)

Reduction of energy
footmint

Increase of digital
collaboraiion

Leaming new skills

Altending new online
courses (MCOCS)

New research
directions

Wore time for stucy

and plamning of future
research adivities

Other

80




W Soence and technsogy o= human
andeavors wil he upgraited in Bha publc
FaliTE]

= SEencs and TRChnaagy as human
endesvors will nol b upygraded m e
public sphere

Figure 7. Distribution of respondents’ answers (%) regarding whether they appreciate
that science and technology, as a distinct field of human endeavor, will come out of this
pandemic as having an enhanced or weakened position in the public sphere.

To 72,4% twv €peuvnNTwV MLOTEVEL OTL N
ETLOTAN Kol N TexvoAoyla w¢ medio tng
avBpwrivng Spaoctnplotntag Ba £xeL Pyet
EVIOXUUEVN oTov SNUoolo dlaloyo, otav Yivel n
gMLOTPOPn 0TNV KAVOVLKOTNTA.
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e New reseanch directions

d Attending new online courses (MODCS)
[ Learning new skills

f Increase of digital collabaraton

a Reduction of energy foctprin
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-
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Selected scales/values presented in the Graph:
“zero”/“low™ and “no”’.

bender—related distribution of respondents per each guestion of the questionnaire. Note:

“Very high”/"high” and "yes”,

Ol AIAVTAOELG TWV YUVOLKWV
Sladopormolovvtal anod AUTEC TWV
avOpwV OTO OTL OL TIPWTEC ATTAVTOUV
OTL QVTLUETWTTI(OUV TTOAU PEyAAn
HeyaAn emipapuvon kata 7,8
EKOTOOTLOLEC LOVADEC TTEPLOCOTEPO
aro touc avdpec. H peyalutepn
Sladopa evtomiletal otnv
OAOKARPWON TWV EMLOTNUOVIKWV
EKPOWV, OTIOU Ol YUVOILKEC SnAwvouv
OTL QVTIMETWT(OUV TTOAU peyaAUTepn
A peyaAltepn aduvapio oo Toug
avopec katd 13,1 eKATOOTLOLEC
pnovadec (ZtAAn ‘m’ — 36,8% vs 49,9%).
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https://metrics.ekt.gr/publications/402

Research Note

COVID-19 and young Greek researchers. The influence of the pandemic on
their research activity

National Documentation Centre, Athens, Greece

This is a short research note of a very recent, nation-wide survey conducted by the Greek
National Documentation Centre (EKT) in order to explore the difficulties, strains and
opportunities faced by researchers during the COVID-19 pandemic in Greece. The survey
resulted in a report “COVID-19 and young Greek researchers. The influence of the
pandemic  on  their research  activity” and can be  found  here:
htips://metrics.ekt.gr/publications/402. This research note has also been written in
English for the purposes of informing EKT’s non-native audience of its activities and results.

Introduction and problem setting

The rapidity and the lethality of the pandemic has thrown into question a great number
of long established certainties. Accordingly, different research and policy communities
have reacted by attempting to understand how their respective fields and practices will
be altered. Examples abound. From entrepreneurial (HBS 2020) to social (Lewnard 2020)
and economic practices (Baldwin & Evenett 2020), including sub-themes such as global
value chains (Stellinger, 2020) to industrial restructuring (IDAP 2020, Financial Times
2020, Sachs 2020).

Concerning research as a distinct policy domain, three large patterns can be discerned.
First, is the major shift of the Biomedical and Health Sciences to cope with this pandemic'.
Similarly, reporting on how other scientific fields can contribute to achieving this
objective/goal, e.g. artificial intelligence (OECD 2020a), digital education (OECD 2020b),
the difficulties in protecting personal details and keeping them private (OECD 2020c) or
even the rapid conclusion of an otherwise lengthy process in drug approval
(Thepharmaletter 2020). In all, a general transformation of how the research system is
attempting to cope with the pandemic is observed.

&) OECD

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
DSTL/'STP/NESTI(2020)1

For Official Use English - Or. English

27 May 2020
DIRECTORATE FOR SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION
COMMITTEE FOR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL POLICY

Working Party of National Experts on Science and Technology Indicators

Online NESTI workshop on the “Statistical monitoring and analysis of Science,

Technology and Innovation in times of crisis”

« Momntoring science and innovation professional career situation prospects as

well as imphications for diversity, openness and excellence.

s Public views on science and use of science advice.

Presentations

o COVID-19 and young Greek researchers. The influence of the pandemic on
their research activity. Nikos Karampekios, National Documentation Centre,

Greece.

o« Global attitudes towards science and health. Ethan Greenwood, Wellcome

Trust.

e The experience of the OECD flash survey on science and the crisis, Michela

Bello, OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation.

General discussion
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Innovation Go the Future

The Greek National Documentation Centre
- Responding to the COVID-19 Pandemic

SACHIMI EV1, MALLIOU Mena, MANIADAKIS Mikos, MEGAS GEORGE. VASILAKI Yarvara,

ANGELIDIS Angelos, KARAMPEKIOS Nikos

Corresponding Author: Nikos Karampekios (nkarampekiosiekt.gr)

INTRODUCTION

This short paper aims to highlight the acoons mitiated by
the Greek Mational Documentation Cenore (EKT) as a
consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic. These actioms
ware taken within the premises of EKT 5 existing mandare
and sought to cover for the lost ground that the ensuing
social distancing and lockdown measures had imposad.

EKT is a public, high-calibre mational research infrasoructure
established n 1980, |5 mandate is muli-thematic, ranging
from being the Matonal Authority of the Hellenic Stagstical
System for European satistics on Research, Dewelopment
and Innovation (RDM), to providing services to connect the
academic research bodies with imnovative and creative
businesses vo provide access wo funding tools, tech transfer
and innovation nenworking  Also, EXT focuses on creating
apen access infrastructures for users o access rich congent,
facilitating online publishing and circulation of content from
libraries, archives, museums, higher education, research

centres, sciemtific and culural bodies, with the aim of
highlighting the Gresk wealth of knowledge in the Dignazl
Public Space.

Being a public organisaton, these actvities are geared
towards bocth public and private actors as well the wider
public. Ramging from firm-centered services provision fior
nnovaTon went for buss o systematically
muonitaring crigical public aspecs of RDI (spending and

and the dignalization and open distributon of
both publicty and privately-cwned cubtural content, means
that EKT is im a unique posmon w regulardy and
gystemartically enable the interaction berween the actors of
the “rriple helix”™ in Gresce. As Figure | ndicates, EKT s
placed within the inowledge wriangle paradigm and enables
a multi-modal ineraction with both public and privats
mnstitutions - according o the different operasonal
arrangements - in addibon to ghving back to the wider
public high qualicy material

Yol 7, Issue 2, June 2020

Ausiness
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at Large

Figure I: An ideational placement of EKT
within a triple helix contest

Page 21

data and reszarch outcomes; offered the public means w
shield against pseudo-science and misinformaton.  and
promoted capacity bwilding and innovation activity through
enabling further explomation of the data easidy accessible
online. Coupled with the decision made by publishers
worldwide to open up access to their journal™ content/
collections, EXT managed to set up an awthoritative science
information data source that receved more than 27.000
Visits.

In the same spirit of mformng wider audiences. through
EKTs Knowledge and Partnership Bridges Initmtive’ there
has been am effort to share best international practices and
initiatives against the pandemic to a network of more than
L1000 highty educated Greeks woridwide. Towards this
science diaspora interviews with academics and
entreprensurs aimed at highighting potental contributions
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